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An Afternoon in Vienna 
Dedication concert for the Ehrbar piano donated by 
Ernest Rudinger. 
A gift by Ernest Rudinger-In memory of his father 
Joseph Rudinger (1878 -1944) 
Sonata for Piano with Clarinet obbligato, 
in B-flat Major 
Allegro moderato 
Adagio poco andante 
Rondo - Allegro 
Johann Baptist Wanhal 
(1739-1813) 
Michael Galvan, clarinet 
Diane Birr, piano 
Das Wandern [Wilhelm Muller] 
Die Forelle [Christian Friedrich Schubart] 
Im Abendrot [Carl Lappe] 
Der Erlkonig Uohann Wolfgang Goethe] 
Franz Schubert 
(1797-1828) 
Edward Swenson, tenor 
Charis Dimaras, piano 




arr. Sergei Rachmaninoff 
(1873-1943) 
Read Gainsford, piano 
INTERMISSION 





Margaret Cooper, violin 
Diane Birr, piano 
Quintet in A Major, D. 667 ("Trout") 
Allegro 
Julie Methven, violin 
Suzanne Miller, viola 
Susan Ozolins, cello 
Brian Krauss, bass 
John Riley, piano 
Ehrbar Piano - Vienna - 1924 
Restored 2001 by Donald McKechnie, 
Franz Schubert 
Piano Technician at Ithaca College 
Klavierhaus, NY, New York and Finger Lakes Restoration 
Recital Hall 
Sunday, December 2, 2001 
1:00 p.m. 
The Ehrbar Piano Co. 
The Ehrbar Piano Company was founded in Vienna in 1855 by Friedrich 
Konrad Ehrbar (1827-1905). He was born at Hildesheim, Germany on 26 
April 1827. A cholera epidemic carried away his father, mother, and 1 
sister within a week when he was just two years old. He spent his \, 
childhood in an orphanage, where he attracted attention by his 
ability to build guitars for his friends. An organ builder named Federici 
in Hanover noticed his talent and offered young Ehrbar a seven-year 
apprenticeship. While at Hanover, Ehrbar began a life-long 
friendship with another young piano builder, Heinrich Engelhardt 
Steinweg, who went on to establish the firm of Steinway & Sons in New 
York. In 1848 Ehrbar left Hanover for a period of travel through 
Germany and Austria. He visited Frankfurt, Nuremberg, Regensburg, 
and finally settled in Vienna. During this period, the piano was at the 
apex of its popularity and instruments of all types, particularly grands, 
were selling like hot cakes. Vienna alone hosted over 200 individual 
piano makers. Ehrbar worked with the distinguished Viennese piano 
builder Eduard Seuffert (1819-1855). After just one year, Ehrbar 
already managed the firm, and after Seuffert's death, he acquired 
ownership of the business by marrying Seuffert's widow. Ehrbar was a 
skilled and innovative piano builder, who was among the first in( 
Vienna to employ the new American system of strengthening the piano 
frame with a unitized, cast-iron plate. 
Among the numerous awards and distinctions given to Ehrbar pianos 
were first prizes at the World's Fairs of London in 1862 and Paris in 
1867. In 1877 Ehrbar constructed his own concert hall. The Saal Ehrbar, 
praised for its excellent acoustics, featured concerts by famous pianists 
and also served as a showplace for the finest Ehrbar grands. In a letter 
to Eduard Hanslick, Franz Liszt described the tone of Ehrbar's grand 
pianos as soft, and lovely yet very powerful and strong. In the late 
nineteenth century, Ehrbar grand pianos provided serious competition 
for Boesendorfer, their principal Viennese rival. Ehrbar grand piano 
No. 10,000, built with an elaborate art case, was presented to the 
Austrian Archduke Otto in 1890. 
Friedrich Ehrbar retired in January 1898. He died at Gut Hart in lower 
Austria in his seventy-eighth year m 23 February 1905. Directed b 
his son and his grandson, the Ehrbar piano factory continued to produce 
instruments until 1992. 
Notes by Dr. Edward Swenson 
Translations 
Das Wandern - Journeying 
To journey is the miller's joy. To journey! A wretched miller must he be 
who never thought of journeying, cf journeying. 
From the water we've learnt it, from the water! That knows no rest by 
day or night, is forever bent on journeying, the water. 
We learn it from the wheels too, the mill-wheels! Which never 
willingly are still, which never tire of turning, the mill wheels. 
The mill-stones, heavy as they are, the mill-stones, they join in the 
merry dance, and wish it even faster, the mill-stones 
0 journeying, journeying, my joy, 0 journeying! Master, Mistress, let me 
in peace go on my way and journey. 
Die Forelle -The Trout 
In a clear brook, in lively haste, the wayward trout flashed by like an 
arrow. Standing on the bank, contentedly I watched the jolly little 
fish swimming the clear brook. 
An angler, with rod, stood on the bank, cold-bloodedly noting the fish's 
twists and turns. As long as the water remains so clear, I thought, he'll 
never take the trout with his rod. 
But at last the thief tired of waiting. Artfully he muddied the brook, 
and the next moment, a flick of the rod, and there writhed the fish; and 
I, with blood boiling, looked at the victim. 
Im Abendrot - In the Evening Glow 
Oh, how beautiful your world, Father, when it shines golden! 
When your radiance descends, making lustrous the dust, and the red, 
gleaming in the cloud, sinks into my quiet window! 
Could I complain, lose heart, doubt you, myself? No, your Heaven will 
I carry here, in my bosom. And this heart, before it stops, shall still 
drink glow and light. 
Der Erlkonig Erl-king 
Who rides so late through night and wind? It is the father with the 
child; he has his arm about the boy, he holds him safe, he keeps him 
warm. 
"My son-why hide your face in such fear?"-"Father-the Erl-king, 
don't you see? The Erl-king in crown and robes?"-"My son, it is a streak 
of mist."-
"Dear Child, come, come go with me, wonderful games will I play with 
you; many fair flowers are on the shore, my mother has many a garment 
of gold." 
"My father, my father, don't you hear what the Erl-king softly 
promises me?"-
"Be quiet, stay quiet, my child: It is only the rustle of dry leaves in the 
wind."-
"Will you, fine boy, come with me? My daughters shall take good care 
of you; my daughters lead our nightly dance, they'll rock and dance and 
sing you to sleep." 
My father, my father, don't you see the Erl-king's daughters there in 
the gloom?" -
"My son, my son, I see very well: it is the old willows gleaming so 
grey."-
"I love you. Your beauty excites me' if you're not willing, I'll take you 
by force." 
"My father, my father, he seizes me!" 
The Erl-king has hurt me ... " 
The father shudders, swiftly he rides, the moaning child he holds in 
his arms; he gains the manor in great distress; in his arms the child wa 
dead. 
